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LAW OFFJCES

JAME S G, MERR IMON
FIRST NATION AL BANK BUILDI NG

ASHE VILLE , N.Q.

TELEPH ONE 853

Octo ber 2, 1940

1:r . Dill ard s . Gard ner , Chai rman
Com mitte e on Law Libr arie s & Pub lica tion s
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purchase of ~aw books . So many law books at present are padded
and are nothing more than mere Digests . Not long ago , r bought
~ogert on Trusts on recommendati on, because the lawyers here wanted
1 t ?adly, . and foun d out afterwards I could have bought it from ;..ar'·
Squires Library for half what I paid for it . T)len l: have been told
~y several th~t S?ott on Trusts is a very ~4:- book, and I am thinklot of the books , t ext- books especially
ing about buyinr it .
'
are not up to the standard of the old books .
Our Library has a great number of books we would like to
exchange or swap . If we ?an't get rid of them, we want to give them
away to some County that is really interested in the matter 1 but even
then they don't pay much attention to it . We have possibly 100 or
more volumes of N. C. Laws, dup licates . I wrote to the President of
the Bar ssociation at Waynesville the other day , offering to give
them for t heir library a lot ·of these , and he didn ' t even answer my
letter .
The
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304 volumes , Co - op . edition, I ha ven ' t been able to get any price at
all.

I have been trying in vain to sell Barnard ' s library .

i th respect to your suggestions for the Book of the ""onth
Club , I don't know how that would work . Personally , I belonged to
these various Book of the r..:onth Clubs from time to time , and found them
to be a nuisance . I found that things that pleased the committee did
not please me , and still I had to take what they sent , or write and
lot of the present law books
notify them , and that was a nuisance .
many boolcs on the ''s ame
too
are
there
and
,
are not worth shelf-room
v;rriters to write about
two
or
one
than
more
for
necessity
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subject;
automobiles, and yet there are half a dozen or more . I would like to
see the State of North Caro1ina publish its ov1n Code, v-its Reports .
I got a bill this morning for #217 , which cost me ") 3 . 29 . My Supreme
Court Reports o f the U. S . cost me about ) 2 . 00 1 a nd they are publimed
by the Government . I think Michie ' s Code at .,,,45 . 00 is out of all
reason . I have never found t:ichie ' s publications particularly satisfactory - text books or the Code . I have foun d numerous inaccur a cies
in the Cod e , not only in t he citations, but in the text, and in his
little book on Automobiles wh ich he calls the Law of utomobiles in
rorth Carolina, a gre a t majority of the cases are from other States ,
and a lot of North Carolina cases on important subjects are not even
referred to . I wTote them about it , a nd t hey said they were sorry it
had been overlooked, etc . If the State should undertake to publish
its om Cod e, certainly it should be an ~nnot ated Code , and it really
takes an expert to select t h e annotations . I und erstood years ago
that the ~lest Publishing Co . offered: to publish the Code if they were
allowed to cite the Reporter System . I believe that probably the
Co - op . people are the best fitted of any people I icnou anything abo ut
1
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Dilla rd S . Gardn er .

to do work of this chara cter - - certa inly , the A. L. R. is
the best
l aw book, in my opini on , that is publi shed today .
~
P~YTJ..l i~k over the matte rs conta ined in your
lette r , ahdinay ' w.rYte- you later .

/'-

Ji th regar ds , I remai n

Yours very since rely ,

